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LEFT TO RIGHT: NGIA MEMBERS  
ATTEND GROCERS DAY AT THE CAPITOL; 
SEN. JANE RAYBOULD OF LINCOLN 
RECEIVED THE NGA SPIRIT OF AMERICA 
AWARD; U.S. SEN. PETE RICKETTS 
TOURS THE WEST OMAHA FAREWAY.  
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UPDATE FROM THE  
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

The food retail environment 
continues to evolve quickly, due 
not only to state and federal policy 
changes, but also cost pressures 
and consumer behavior. All of this 
is reshaping how our members 
compete and serve customers.

In addition to continued member 
engagement and work to deliver 
helpful resources, most of our 
spring is spent on advocacy. 
From our Legislative Dinner in 
February (Page 22) to the National 
Grocers Association’s (NGA) “Fly-
in for Fair Competition” in May, we 
continue to engage state leaders 
and our federal delegation to 
bring some much-needed sense 
to our legislative and regulatory 
environment.

The Credit Card Competition 
Act (CCCA) was reintroduced in 
January with significant bipartisan 
support and an endorsement from 
President Trump. The federal bill, 
which would require banks with 
more than $100 billion in assets 
to offer at least two unaffiliated 
networks for routing transactions, 
could save retailers billions. 
There are a variety of efforts by 
NGA and others to attach the 
CCCA to a larger “must-pass” 
legislative package this spring. 
In the meantime, we’re working 
at the state level to explore 
payment alternatives and introduce 
competition to an otherwise pretty 
consolidated industry. 

Additionally, the Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), 
is undergoing its most significant 
structural shift in decades. Nebraska 
was first out of the gate to pilot 
a SNAP “waiver” or restrictions 
on eligible products. Here, those 
restrictions were limited to soda and 
energy drinks, but that’s not the case 
everywhere, creating a patchwork 
of compliance requirements. This, 
combined with expanded work 
requirements and revised eligibility 
criteria, has impacted SNAP 
participants and retailers alike. 

We’re working to gauge the impact 
of SNAP cuts, waivers, and theft 
through a very brief members survey 
and have included in this issue a 
“SNAP Best Practices” guide to help 
you and your customers navigate 
ongoing challenges on Page 31. 
Please take a quick second to follow 
the survey QR code at the end of this 
column and help us better advocate 
for you and your customers. 

On a related note, 2026 is an 
election year. In addition to following 
candidates, we are keeping a close 
eye on petition initiatives, which is 
how paid sick leave and minimum 
wage mandates have passed. A 
handful of out-of-state (and in one 
case, out-of-country), union-backed 
interests funded those petitions, 
and now they’re seeking to pass a 
constitutional amendment to keep 
the legislature from ever amending 

such laws. This would essentially neuter 
the elected legislature in favor of a 
system where laws pass by popular 
vote, leaving rural Nebraskans and  
small businesses with no representation 
or recourse. See Page 12 for a state 
legislative rundown and link to 
candidates and initiative petitions. 

We so appreciate your participation. 
From our Legislative Dinner and golf 
outing, to testifying at the capitol and 
traveling to D.C., our members showing 
up is what helps move the needle. 
We also welcome your feedback on 
coverage here and how we can be most 
helpful. If you aren’t receiving regular 
updates or need additional information, 
please don’t hesitate to reach out to 
me at afellers@nebgrocery.com.  
Thank you for being the most  
valuable part of NGIA.  

Ansley  Fellers
Executive Director, 
Nebraska Grocery Industry Association

WELCOME TO THE LATEST EDITION OF THE  
NEBRASKA GROCERY INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION’S MAGAZINE

SNAP 
Member 
Survey
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SCHEDULE

10 a.m. Shotgun Start
Boxed Lunch on the Course
3:30 p.m. Meal at Clubhouse
3:45 p.m. Membership Meeting
�4 p.m. �Pin Prizes and  

Raffle Prizes Awarded  

Sponsorships are still available! 
Contact rich@nebgrocery.com  
or 402-423-5533 for details. 

The Iron Horse Golf Club is just 
minutes from Omaha and Lincoln. 
This unique golf course is built 
around an old rock quarry and 
features incredible views and 
exceptional course conditions.

YOU’RE INVITED!  
“SAND BAGGERS” GOLF OUTING  
& NGIA MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

TUESDAY, JUNE 23 AT IRON HORSE GOLF CLUB, ASHLAND, NE

REGISTER
NOW!
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NGIA 2026  
LEGISLATIVE REPORT

NEBRASKA STATE 
LEGISLATURE UPDATE*

In January, the Nebraska Legislature opened its 60 day 
session facing a $470 million budget shortfall which 
ballooned even further as the session progressed. 
Lawmakers have approved the final adjustments to 
the budget after weeks of negotiation and procedural 
delays. The budget package relies on a mix of spending 
cuts, cash‑reserve transfers, tax and fee increases, and 
other adjustments.

NGIA flagged nearly 50 bills which impacted 
taxes, regulation, and labor policies like workers 
compensation, paid sick leave, and minimum wage. 

Please note, even legislation signed into law may not 
take effect immediately. Many policies, including the 
minimum wage changes, will take effect in July. Keep 
an eye peeled in coming weeks for additional guidance. 

Minimum Wage
LB 258, introduced by Sen. Jane Raybould of Lincoln 
and prioritized by Sen. Paul Strommen of Sidney, was 
signed into law. The bill places a 1.75% cap on future 
automatic minimum wage increases and establishes a 
youth and training wage. 

Defeated Attacks on Grocery Technology
LB 1006 and LB 1078 would have, among other things, 
banned grocery stores larger than 10,000 square feet 
from using electronic shelving labels. The bills were 
heard in Committee and will be held there, thanks in 
part to testimony from Nathan Brtek with Lou’s Thrifty 
Way in Norfolk. 

As the premier trade association representing the food industry 
in Nebraska, the Nebraska Grocery Industry Association (NGIA) 
strives to be a valuable resource to help members become more 
organized, efficient, and profitable. One key benefit we deliver 
members is our legislative work.

NGIA monitors legislation introduced at the state and federal 
levels and maintains open lines of communication with elected 
officials in Lincoln and in Washington, D.C. We actively support 
reform which could have a positive effect on our industry, and 
lobby against harmful changes. NGIA members have a number of 
opportunities to connect with elected leaders and are kept up to 
date through proactive reports. 

Penny Shortage 
The legislature advanced legislation establishing rules 
for rounding cash transactions, allowing businesses to 
round cash payments to the nearest five cents when 
exact change cannot be made. Under the policy, totals 
ending in 1, 2, 6, or 7 cents round down, while 3, 4, 8, 
or 9 cents round up to the nearest nickel. 

Pharmacy Efficiency
The legislature advanced legislation to provide for 
practice agreements between pharmacists and 
physician assistants and authorize, license, and 
regulate automated pharmacy pickup kiosks.

Lottery Vending Machines
Last year, Sen. Dan Quick from Grand Island 
introduced LB 60, authorizing lottery vending 
machines. The bill passed and was signed into law 
and will take effect in July. 

Taxes
At this time of this writing, we were able to thwart 
several attempts to increase tobacco taxes, 
implement a delivery tax, as well as a tax on candy 
and soda. However, LB 901, which includes new, higher 
fees and more restrictive advertising for Mechanical 
Amusement Devices (skill games) was advanced. The 
tax and fee increases in the bill, combined with the 
elimination of several sales tax exemptions, are slated 
to generate around $26 million of revenue (e.g. tax 
increases) primarily to cover gaps in the state budget. 

*�This is a summary of where each of these issues 
stands at time of print. A final summary of state 
legislative actions and changes will be included in 
the summer edition of The Voice.  

SCAN FOR THE 
2026 SLATE

This year is an election year. You can view a slate of 
statewide candidates who have filed for office, but  
note the NGIA PAC is strictly limited to state-level 
legislative candidates. 

We’re also following a variety of initiative petitions, 
most notably the “Protect Nebraskans’ Initiative and 
Referendum Powers” Constitutional Amendment,  
which would virtually eliminate the legislature’s  
power to modify law that are amended via the  
initiative petition process. 

To learn more about NGIA’s legislative and elections 
work, and to give to the PAC, visit nebgrocery.com.

Primary election: May 12, 2026 
General election: Nov. 3, 2026ELECTIONS & INITIATIVES
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CONTINUED ON PAGE 16.

2026 NEBRASKA LEGISLATURE ROSTER
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2026 NEBRASKA LEGISLATURE ROSTER (CONT.)

GET INVOLVED! Join NGIA in advocating for the industry by engaging with  
your legislators on issues that impact your business and community. 

Contact NGIA Executive Director Ansley Fellers with any questions  
or feedback at afellers@nebgrocers.com or 308-631-2165.
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Pictured from left: Doug Beech, Casey's 
General Stores; Eden Pearson, Casey's General 
Stores; Angie Fitzgerald, Fareway Meat & 
Grocery; Mary Szarmach, Smoker Friendly; 
Kyle May, Reynolds American; Michael 
Peterson, Fresh Seasons Market, Gothenburg. 

GROCERS DAY  
AT THE CAPITOL
A big thank you to the Nebraska Grocery Industry Association (NGIA) 
members who joined us in Lincoln on Feb. 17. We gathered at the state 
capitol to discuss the state of policy and politics, and meet with state 
senators. We heard from Sidney Sen. Paul Strommen over lunch, who 
discussed the state of the budget, competing visions on taxes, and 
how the legislature can help reduce costs on business by lowering the 
regulatory and tax burden. 

Together we shared a united message about labor policy, taxes, and other 
issues impacting the state and the ability of our grocers to compete. 

Sen. Paul Strommen speaks  
to grocers over lunch.

Peter Clarke with Crete Foodmart  
testifies in opposition to a 
proposed delivery tax.

Hy-Vee leaders at the  
Grocers Day at the Capitol.



20      THE VOICE OF THE NEBRASKA GROCERY INDUSTRY



22      THE VOICE OF THE NEBRASKA GROCERY INDUSTRY SPRING 2026      23

Thank you to everyone who made the Legislative 
Dinner and Awards a huge success! We appreciate 
the opportunity to gather and celebrate our 
collective impact and honor the changemakers  
in our industry. 

The evening included a silent auction fundraiser 
to benefit the NGIA scholarship program. We also 
enjoyed a keynote from former Husker footballer 
Adam Carriker and appreciate Fareway Stores for 
providing the meat for the dinner.

Kudos to our board members, sponsors, grocers, 
and supporters who made this event possible. 
We are proud to stand alongside you to advocate, 
celebrate, engage, and invest in our industry.

NGIA LEGISLATIVE 
DINNER & AWARDS DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD 

Marlene Hytrek, The Brenmar Company
The Distinguished Service Award is annually presented to someone from the 
grocery industry who is an active member of the association, involved in their 
community, and a role model for others in the industry. 

Our 2026 Distinguished Service Award Winner is Marlene Hytrek, the founder of 
The Brenmar Company, Inc. Established in 1988, Brenmar is a nationally recognized 
wholesale distributor of food packaging, retail supplies, and general merchandise 
for grocery and foodservice. Based in La Vista, the company is known for its wide 
product range and dedication to customer service. 

Marlene is also a longtime volunteer and donor to NGIA. A respected member of the 
grocery community and a leader in her field, Marlene’s vision and commitment have 
helped shape a business that supports retailers and strengthens our economy. 

LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD
Dan Johnson, AMCON
The Lifetime Achievement Award recognizes an individual whose career profoundly 
shaped and strengthened Nebraska’s grocery industry. This year’s lifetime 
achievement award goes to Dan Johnson with AMCON. 

Dan’s entire career has been dedicated to retail and wholesale. He transferred to 
Nebraska from Iowa for Richmond Gordman in 1983. Dan began working at AMCON 
in 1985 as a store merchandiser, traveling the Midwest. In 1990, he took a job as a 
buyer for 7-Eleven in order to reduce traveling when his daughter was born. 

He returned to the AMCON corporate office in 1992 as the Director of Marketing, 
then to VP of Marketing & Purchasing. In 2005, he took the position of Omaha 
Division Manager. Dan retired after thirty years at AMCON in August 2025. 

SPIRIT OF AMERICA AWARD
Sen. Jane Raybould, Nebraska Legislative District 28
Every so often, we present the Spirit of America Award on behalf of the National 
Grocers Association (NGA). NGA introduced the award in 1982 to honor individuals 
who have provided leadership and distinction in the areas of community service 
and government relations on behalf of the food distribution industry. 

This year, NGIA is honoring State Senator Jane Raybould with the Spirit of America 
award. Sen. Raybould has built a career in community service and retail. She 
represents Nebraska Legislative District 28 in Lincoln, and for the last several 
years, Sen. Raybould has stuck her neck out for the industry, bringing a bill to 
soften the blow of the minimum wage increase which just a couple weeks ago was 
signed into law. 

A lifelong Nebraskan, Jane has taken on leadership roles in both the public and 
private sectors and helped grow B&R Stores into a multi-state operator serving 
communities across Nebraska, Iowa, and Missouri. In March 2025, Jane announced 
her retirement from an executive role at B&R, marking 22 years of service.

2026 AWARD HONOREES

AMCON

Associated Wholesale  
Grocers 

B & R Stores 

Chesterman Coca Cola 

Crystal Farms 

Cubby’s 

Family Fare 

Fareway Stores

Hiland Dairy

Hy-Vee 

Ideal Market 

Iron Horse Golf Club 

J & J Gaming 

Jones and Lowe

Kemps 

SILENT AUCTION DONOR LIST

Land O Frost

LinPepCo

Lou's Thriftyway 

Nebraska Lottery 

Ord Grocery Kart 

Quality Brands 

Republic National 
Distribution

Reynolds 

Shazam 

The Brenmar Company

Tiburon Golf Club 

Truno 

Wells Enterprise Inc.

West Gate Bank

WK Kellogg



GROCERY  
INDUSTRY SUMMIT

REGISTER NOW

Thursday, August 20
 �Younes Conference Center, Kearney, NE

Mark your calendars for this important opportunity 
to learn about, discuss, and address the many 
challenges facing the grocery industry.	�

Contact afellers@nebgrocery.com 
for more details.  

SAVE  THE  DATE
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Q: �CAN YOU GIVE READERS A LITTLE HISTORY  
OF YOUR ORGANIZATION?

A: �Federated Insurance was founded in 1904 with 
a mission to provide superior insurance and 
risk management services to businesses across 
America. With over a century of experience, 
we’ve grown into a trusted partner for thousands 
of companies, offering tailored coverage and 
proactive support. Our foundation is built on 
relationships, integrity, and a deep understanding 
of the industries we serve – including the grocery 
and retail sectors. 

Q: ��WHAT DO YOU FIND MOST VALUABLE ABOUT  
BEING A PART OF NGIA?

A: �Being a member of NGIA allows us to stay closely 
connected to the grocery community we proudly 
serve. It gives us the opportunity to listen, 
learn, and collaborate with grocers across the 
state. NGIA’s advocacy and educational efforts 
align perfectly with our commitment to helping 
businesses operate safely and successfully.

Q: WHAT SETS YOUR PRODUCT/SERVICE APART?

A: �What truly sets Federated apart is our industry-
specific approach. We don’t believe in one 
size-fits-all insurance. Instead, we offer tailored 
risk management solutions designed specifically 
for grocery retailers. Our clients benefit from 
dedicated local representatives, access to 
risk management resources, and a proactive 
approach to loss prevention that helps protect 
both people and property.

Q: �WHERE CAN CUSTOMERS FIND YOUR  
PRODUCTS/SERVICES?

A: �Federated Insurance serves clients nationwide, 
and our representatives are embedded in local 
communities – including right here in Nebraska.  
To learn more, visit www.federatedinsurance.com, 
or reach out to your local marketing representative 
for a personal consultation.

Q: �WHAT EXCITES YOU MOST ABOUT THE  
INDUSTRY THIS YEAR?

A: �We’re excited to see how technology and 
innovation are reshaping the grocery industry – 
from automation and supply chain improvements 
to enhanced customer experiences. As these 
changes unfold, we’re here to help grocers 
navigate new risks and opportunities with 
confidence and clarity.

Q: �WHO SHOULD GROCERS CONTACT IF THEY’RE INTERESTED 
IN USING YOUR PRODUCTS AND SERVICES?

A: �Contact Jake Spaniol, Account Executive-
Association Risk Management Services. Jake is 
your dedicated representative for the association 
and can get you in contact with your direct 
marketing representative to provide personalized 
guidance on coverage options, risk management 
strategies, and more. Reach him at  
jwspaniol@fedins.com or 224-213-6782.

SPOTLIGHT
SPONSOR

GET TO KNOW NEBRASKA GROCERY  
INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION (NGIA) SPONSOR 
FEDERATED INSURANCE IN THIS Q&A.  

State Sen. Loren Lippencott and staff holding  
Federated Insurance goodie bags courtesy of NGIA, the 
Retail Federation, and the Nebraska Beverage Association.
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SNAP  
Resources

EBT Card  
Skimming  
Protocols

SNAP FRAUD & CARD SKIMMING PREVENTION
Since Jan. 1, Nebraska has experienced a surge in SNAP EBT card skimming, 
particularly in the Lincoln and Omaha areas, with more than 130 cases and $17,000 
in reported theft as of January.  

Retailers should inspect payment terminals daily, train staff to report suspicious 
activity, work with your processor to ensure updated, encrypted terminals. If you 
suspect a skimmer, do not remove it yourself. Contact law enforcement, notify 
your payment processor, and document the incident.

If a customer suspects stolen benefits, contact law enforcement to file a report 
and contact DHHS Special Investigation Unit at 402-595-3789. Download the FIS 
ebtEDGE app to change PIN immediately. 

Implementation: Jan. 1, 2026  
Enforcement begins: April 1, 2026 

As of Jan. 1, soft drinks (soda) and energy drinks are no longer SNAP eligible products, 
along with alcohol, tobacco, vitamins/supplements, and hot prepared foods (unless 
specifically authorized). Retailers should visit the SNAP Healthy Choice Waiver 
Authorized Retailer Website for resources to train staff, post notices, and report 
compliance issues.

STATEWIDE SNAP WAIVER

Nebraska SNAP retailers play a critical role in ensuring 
food access. With recent fraud activity and a new 
SNAP waiver taking effect, stores should consider 
reviewing best practices. 

NEBRASKA SNAP RETAILER  
BEST PRACTICES GUIDE

Please also take the time to take a brief store-level 
SNAP survey. This does not require you to share  
your contact information. 

SNAP 
Survey



APPLICATIONS OPEN  
UNTIL MAY 15! 

NGIA SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 
The Nebraska Grocery Industry Association's 
Scholarship Program recognizes and aids deserving 
students who are related to the food industry. High 
school seniors, undergraduate college students, 
and non-traditional students are invited to apply 
for the $1,500 scholarship opportunity.

Find more details and application 
forms at nebgrocery.com/
membership/member-programs/
scholarship-program/.
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Read more at panhandle.newschannelnebraska.com

Austin Kollasch Competes  
in NGA Best Bagger 
FEB. 7, 2026

Congratulations to Austin Kollasch, 
employee of Fareway Stores Omaha, for 
his strong showing in the National Grocers 
Association Best Bagger Competition in 
Las Vegas. Kollasch is a two-time winner 
of the Nebraska Best Bagger Contest  
and represented our state well on the 
national stage.

Cubby’s Convenience Store  
Round Up Campaign 
FEB. 9, 2026

AWG and Plum Creek Market Place  
Provide Community Support
FEB. 18, 2026

Sen. Ricketts Visits Fareway

Sen. Pete Ricketts visited the west  
Omaha Fareway to discuss prices, 
essential services, economic 
challenges, and the store’s ongoing 
commitment to giving back to the 
community. Sen. Ricketts is pictured 
here visiting with local Fareway 
employee Clayton Wederquist.

Cubby’s Convenience Stores 
invited customers to round up 
at the register to benefit local 
food banks and support those 
experiencing food insecurity. 
Together, they raised an incredible 
$179,629 for Food Bank for The 
Heartland in Omaha and $48,607 
for Feeding South Dakota. 

AWG Norfolk recently donated $3,000 to provide food assistance 
and ongoing support for displaced Tyson employees. Working with 
Plum Creek Market Place and other local organizations, the donation 
signifies strength and resilience in the community.

NGIA MEMBER NEWS

Kimball's Main Street Market Remains Open  
as a Deal is Sought with New Ownership
FEB. 5, 2026

After stating that Kimball's Main Street Market would cease operation 
under their control on Jan. 31, Legacy Coop has decided to reverse 
course and keep the store open, pending negotiations with potential 
local buyers.
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