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With a legacy of over 119 years throughout
. FOR MORE FAMILY-FOCUSED,
our country’s heartland, the Our Family brand QUALITY CONTENT

is guaranteed to delight your shoppers and
I heir famil le.

become a staple on their family table SCAN HERE

TO LEARN MORE

Contact John Paul, VP Sales | 1(616) 878-8161 | john.paul@spartannash.com or
Greg Cross | 1 (320) 292-0382 | greg.cross@spartannash.com for more information.
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Update from the Executive Director

Welcome to the latest edition
of the Nebraska Grocery Industry
Association’s quarterly magazine.
We hope you enjoy the look as well
as some new content, and always
welcome feedback.

Our fall got off to a great start at our
first-ever Grocery Industry Summit,
hosted in partnership with the
Nebraska Cooperative Development
Center, in Kearney. Attendees,
including a couple state senators, heard from a variety of
panelists, full of helpful information for existing grocers, as
well as individuals and communities looking to recruit or

Ansley Fellers
Executive Director

Pictured left to right: Ansley Fellers, NGIA, Tim Keigher, NPCA, De
Lone Wilson, Cubby s, Sen. Pete Ricketts, Frank Woodward, Hy-Vee.

We also had an opportunity in August to meet with Sen.
Ricketts, primarily to discuss the Credit Card Competition
Act. The Senator took time with our group to listen to all
our issues, provide feedback, and he continues to be a
champion for business in Washington.

In September, we joined the Governor in the Warner
Chamber of the State Capitol, where he signed a
proclamation declaring September in Nebraska, “Family
Meals Month,” an effort to encourage making family meals
a priority.

Speaking of the Governor, our tailgates with Governor
and First Lady Pillen are a hit. They look a little different
this fall, with the addition of a “Volleyball Day in Nebraska”
tailgate in August, and the welcome highlight of various
nonprofits at each event. Like years past, the Governor
and First Lady have embraced these gatherings, and we’re
so grateful. Saturdays at the residence are a lot of fun (it
certainly doesn’t hurt that the Huskers are winning), and
wouldn’t happen without our generous sponsors (P. 22-23).

Our October golf event looked a little different as well.
Not only because we were at a different course, Tiburon
Golf Club, and got in only nine holes before being
rained out, but also because we hosted our Best Bagger
competition! Thanks to LinPepCo, all our generous product
sponsors, and all the golfers who stuck around for a late
lunch and to cheer on our competitors. Our statewide
winner, Nolan McGregor, from Fareway Stores in
Papillion, will go on to compete in the national Best Bagger
Competition at the NGA Show in Law Vegas. See more on
P. 25.

In less fun news, it has felt a little “politics as usual”
in Washington and Lincoln the last several months. The
House of Representatives elected a new speaker, which
means they will (for better or worse), be back to work. We
continue to lobby our delegation to support the Credit Card
Competition Act, which would be a notable step toward
sanity in the fees retailers pay on credit card transactions.
Our Senators and Representatives have also been really
receptive to our calls to keep fees off of SNAP transactions
when they take up the next Farm Bill, halt the EPA’s war
on refrigerants, and bring some commonsense to the FDA’s
food traceability rule.

At the state level, State Senator Tom Briese of Albion
was recently appointed Nebraska State Treasurer, following
John Murante’s departure for another state role. Governor
Pillen recently appointed Fred Meyer of Saint Paul,
Nebraska to replace Senator Briese. Mr. Meyer is expected
to serve through the 2024 legislative session but has
indicated he will not run for the next term. The seat is an
important one, given the majority needs every vote they
can muster to achieve the 33 votes needed to overcome a
filibuster on legislative priorities.

As a reminder, Nebraska’s minimum wage increases to
$12 in January (find additional details and a printable poster
on P. 20). NGIA continues our legislative push for a youth
and training wage as well as a cap on the CPI increase
enacted on the ballot, to help Nebraska businesses remain
competitive. Now, the same entities (primarily located
out of state) who contributed to the minimum wage ballot
initiative, are funding an initiative to establish a paid leave
mandate for employers of all sizes.

The ballot is the wrong place to be legislating, in part
because there are constitutional restrictions on the subject
matter, making them overly broad and unmanageable,
especially if the Legislature is unwilling to step in to offer
balance. Not every state has this issue — only around half of
states allow voters to bypass elected officials and directly
enact legislation. To be sure, the NGIA Board of Directors
is leaving no option off the table when it comes to fighting
unreasonable and costly unfunded mandates.
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Save the Date!
February 20, 2024

NGIA Legislative Dinner
& Day at the Capitol

A big thank you to our veterans and to those of you
honoring them with meals, specials, and events to show our
collective gratitude. We are thankful to all those who have
served and continue serving for their families, neighbors,
and communities.

And, as always, thanks to all our generous sponsors,
donors, teams, and to the NGIA staff who make NGIA
advocacy and events possible. We will continue doing our
best to keep you well-informed, and give you the tools you
need to continue doing business. If we can do anything to
be helpful, moving forward, please don’t hesitate to reach
out: afellers@nebgrocery.com or 308-631-2165.

All the bestW

.1-800-783-7759
Brenmarco.com
‘OMAHA, NE

20068
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Enter non-winning Holiday Classic Scratch tickets for a
chance to win $1,000, $5,000, $10,000 or $20,000 ...
and have yourself a classic (and cash-filled) holiday!
Promotion runs from Oct. 16, 2023-Jan. 3, 2024,

" Mustbe19.
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Grocery Industry Summit

In August, NGIA and the University of Nebraska
Cooperative Development Center (NCDC) teamed
up to host the inaugural Grocery Industry Summit in
Kearney. The summit, which was free for attendees,
was designed to be an opportunity for grocers,
wholesalers, vendors, policymakers, and others to
learn about, discuss, and seek to address the many
challenges facing the grocery industry in Nebraska.

From panels full of financing experts, to speakers
discussing their work within communities to retain
a grocery store, the Summit was designed to help
NGIA members and others more fully understand
existing solutions.

As a result of the Summit, NGIA has established a
landing page, designed to be a one-stop shop to find
possible solutions and how to implement them
one in your business or community. Visit
**https://nebgrocery.com/rural-grocery-resources/**

Some attendees were current grocery and
convenience store owners, while others were
interested in getting into the business or trying to
keep or attract a store to their community.

EXPLORING RURAL GROCERY
. OPTIONS FOR

STORES:
AND COMMUNITIES

L X N I =
John Schmaderer, President & CEO of Tri-County Bank in Stuart, Charlotte Narjes, NCDC Director/RPN Extension Educator,
NE, speaks about the community of Stuart coming together to speaks during a panel with colleagues Cindy Houlden, NCDC
retain their local grocery store at the Nebraska Grocery Industry ~ Cooperative Specialist, Shawn Kaskie, RPN Extension Educator,
Summit in Kearney. and Marilyn Schlake, RPN Extension Educator, Statewide.


https://nebgrocery.com/rural-grocery-resources/
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JOHNSON BROTHERS
OF NEBRASKA LLC
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Congressman Adrian Smith
Visits Boogaarts Market in Kearney

[t - - Third District Congressman, Adrian Smith, stopped by
Boogaarts Market in Kearney as he traveled the state in
August. The Congressman took time to meet staff, address
issues, and chat about what sets the store apart.

Boogaarts Assistant Manager, Grant Lassek, discussed
the difficulty of keeping up with increasing credit card
fees, especially in such a competitive market. Meat
Manager, Robert Lynn, talked about the store’s focus on
delivering high-quality cuts of meat, while Jeff Lien
with AWG in Norfolk discussed supply chain challenges
and helping independent retailers access products
consumers demand.

Rep. Smith was really receptive and wants to do things
to help drive a business-friendly climate. NGIA appreciates
members of our congressional delegation taking time to
meet our independent grocers and what they have to offer.

o/ I‘-.J.” ml‘

Third District Congressman Adrian Smith visits with Boogaarts Assistant Manager,
Grant Lassek, Meat Manager Robert Lynn, and AWG District Manager, Jeff Lien.
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== workstream

Applicants

"SWAGGER. NOT STAGGER.

~ TONY SINCLAIR

appicason - 57

Company dscuments

Th

smarter way

to hire andretain
hourly workers

Hire serious applicants and engage them throughout the
employee lifecycle with smart people software designed to
retain the hourly workforce,

Visit us at www.workstream.us

%

LIVE @ POSITIVELY"
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...Proudly Serving Nebraska Grocers
For Over 100 Years.

Mike Verwey Scott Worthington 1-800-333-7340
mverwey@rdspos.com  sworthington@rdspes.com 1-402-592-9262
800.564.4737 Omaha Headquarters
www.rdspos.com/grocery

Pan-0-Gold Baking Company

Bakers of Quality Bakery Items

Country

‘Hearthi {3

13247 Cary Circle La Vista, NE 68138 402-339-4803
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NGIA Awards Scholarships to High School & College Students

The Nebraska Grocery Industry Association awarded
eight scholarships in 2023. Funds raised from the
Silent Auction held during the Legislative Dinner
each year and money raised from Mulligans and
other games during our golf outings are used to fund
the scholarships. The application can be found on
our website by scanning the QR code below or at
www.nebgrocery.com/membership/member-programs/
scholarship-program/. Scholarship applications must
be received no later than April 1 to be eligible for
participation. The 2023 winners are as follows:

Charlie Henkel works at Lou’s
Thrifty Way, in Norfolk. He was
captain of the robotics team,
where he qualified for the world
championship. He is also involved
in band and his church. He served
M as a youth camp counselor for two
“ summers. Charlie will be going to
Northeast Community College to study in their Media
Arts program.

Lydia Herbolsheimer is attending
Benedictine College in Atchison, KS
where she plans to major in Graphic
Design. She has been an employee
at Burnell’s Foodtown in Hartington
since the sophomore year. She is
active in acting, choir, and Track.
She was a Lincoln Journal Star
Academic All-State Track honoree in 2022. Her hobbies
include knitting, sewing, reading & photography.

\ 4

Harrison Kuta is a graduate of
Bonne Central High School in
Albion. He worked at the Albion
Thrifty Way for the past two years.
Harrison played football throughout
high school. He was a National
Honor Society member for three
years. He is a Premed major at the
University of Nebraska — Kearney.

Noah Lawrence is attending the
University of Nebraska — Kearney
where he plans to study Pharmacy,
one day his goal is to be rural

area pharmacist. He already has

‘Al experience in this filed working

| as a pharmacy clerk at Hy-Vee. At

Columbus High School he was involved in Cross Country
and Track. He also enjoys pickleball, golf,
and snowboarding.

8 Lucas Ransen is attending
Northeast Community College

and is working towards a degree

in Electrical Engineering. He is an

employee at Lou’s Thrifty Way in

#l Norfolk. Lucas was an Honor Roll

member every semester in Norfolk

Senior High. Lucas stays busy with

his seasonal lawn business and was involved in band,

orchestra, 4-H & FLBA.

Jackson Reece is attending

Augustana University in Sioux

Falls, SD. He plans to major in

Data Science and have a second
major in Computer Science. He

.- was an employee at Hy-Vee.

| Jackson was on the Honor Roll &

inducted into Gretna High School

National Honor Society. He participated in Cross Country

and Marching Band.

Daina Rosenlund is a graduate of

- | Northwest High School in Grand
Island where she was Valedictorian

| of her class. She is planning on
attending BYU and studying nursing.
a She was involved in Marching Band,
Show Choir, and other music groups.
She is involved in her church and
other volunteering programs. Daina is an avid reader as
well.

Benjamin Zavadil is graduate of
Gretna High, and an employee at
Hy-Vee. He played on the Gretna
High School Men’s Tennis team also
serves on the Gretna High School
leadership Team and Honor Roll. He
is attending Morningside University
studying Aviation with professional
flight focus and business mnor. His goal is to become a
professional pilot.

*

=


http://www.nebgrocery.com/membership/member-programs/scholarship-program/
http://www.nebgrocery.com/membership/member-programs/scholarship-program/
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Nebraska Grocery Industry Association
SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM FOR DUES PAYING MEMBERS

Members are asked to make copies of this fact sheet available to their employees.

Purpose/Philosophy
The Nebraska Grocery Industry Association has

established the Nebraska Grocery Industry Association
Scholarship Program to recognize and aid qualified
students who are related to Nebraska’s food industry
by virtue of their parents’ or their own employment by
businesses which are dues paying members of the
Nebraska Grocery Industry Association (NGIA).

Eligibility

1. Employees or children of employees of businesses
which pay dues to the Nebraska Grocery
Industry Association are eligible to apply for a
scholarship.

2. All applicants must have been employed for at
least one year as of the scholarship deadline and
must still be employed at the time the scholarship is
awarded.

3. Applicants must have a minimum 2.5 GPA on
a 4.0 scale. Applicants must plan to enroll in an
undergraduate course (full or part time) of study at
an accredited two or four year college, university, or
vocational-technical school.
High School Applicants must be high school seniors
Current College Students are eligible to make
application for a scholarship each year they are an
undergraduate.
Non-Traditional Applicants are classified as:
eadult learners
students who didn’t go directly to college after
graduating high school or receiving their GED;
students who have experienced an interruption
in their higher education for some years and are
returning to complete their degree.

Scholarship Award
1. The scholarship award will be a grant of $1,500
which must be used within 12 months of receipt.

2. The NGIA scholarship must be applied toward
tuition and fees in order to be considered tax-free.

Application Procedure

1. Applicants may obtain an application form at our
website www.nebgrocery.com.

2. Completed applications will be accepted between
Jan. 1 and May 15 the year of the award.
Applications must be postmarked or received by
May 15. Applications received after this date will
not be considered.

Selection of Winners

1. An impartial Selection Committee composed of
educators will meet in May to select the winner(s).

2. In evaluating the applicants, the committee will
consider each applicant’s academic record, test
scores, extracurricular or workplace activities,
recommendations, and a personal essay.

3. All applicants are notified of the results of the
competition in June.

Responsibilities of Recipients

1. Scholarship recipients must enroll as a full-time or
part-time student within 12 months of receiving the
grant.

2. Recipient is responsible for having an Enrollment
Certificate completed at the beginning of the term
and forwarding a copy of the Certificate via email
to NGIA.

Payment of Scholarship Funds

Payment is made directly to the student at the beginning
of the academic term upon receipt of an Enrollment
Certificate. Any refund of scholarship funds will be
made to NGIA and placed back into the fund for re-
distribution.
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Commercial Insurance Property & Casualty | Life & Disability Income | Workers Compensation
Business Succession and Estate Planning | Bonding
Federated Mutual Insurance Company and its subsidiaries* | federatedinsurance.com
Ward'’s 50® Top Per A.M. Best® A+ (Superior) Rati
20.07 Ed. 7/20 *No ‘ederated Mutual Insurar
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Partner with Advantage Solutions 3 ‘

for dynamic sales growth. 6
_
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Advantage Solutions collaborates with w

clients to develop tailored, insight-based, v’/
integrated solutions designed to suit

specific needs and maximize results—

dramatically increased distribution and

incremental case sales. Call (515) 278-1223,

or visit advantagesolutions.net today.

@ ADVANTAGE
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FARM AND FAMILY
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CHEDDAR CHEESE

Crystal Farms® sources our cheese from Midwest dairy farms across the Heartland.
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Omaha: 402-972-4701
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Norfolk: 402-371-9347
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2024 AGE OF PURCHASE

YOUR BIRTHDAY MUST BE ON
OR BEFORE TODAY'S DATE IN

2003

TO PURCHASE AR Ry @
ALCOHOL & TOBACCO o3 o ote 80 Teed%e] 80 astt o

2005

TO PURCHASE
LOTTERY

Distributed by the Nebraska Grocery Industry Association

Valid 1-1-2024 through 12-31-2024
rMinimum Wage in Nebraskg

uanuary 1,2024 $12.00 )

I

Get your required labor posters here:

@

https.//dol.nebraska.gov/LaborStandards/Compliance/RequiredPosters
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WILDHORE

NATIONAL DISTRIBUTOR OF
TOBACCO BRANDS AND ACCESSORIES

TT3N. Frontier, Papillion, NE 68046
888-293-2635

www.WildHorseDist.com

YOUR PREMIER
PARTNER FOR GROWTH
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17070 Audrey St, Omaha 8900 W. Center Road, Suite 106, Omaha
1325 Jersey St, Papillion 3033 S 84th St., Lincoln
1738 S 11th St, Nebraska City
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W Z/w Governor’s Tailgate Supporters!

Associated Wholesale Grocers e Cubby’s Convenience Stores ¢ Fareway Stores ¢ Hy-Vee
Lou’s Thrifty Way e Nebraska Pork Producers Association ® Russ’s Market ¢ SpartanNash

Kemps Dairy e Leon’s Gourmet Grocer e Licensed Beverage Association e LinPepCo  Mars Wrigley
Otte Oil & Propane ¢ Ord Grocery Kart e Pan 0 Gold Baking Co. e Tecumseh Central Market e Wells Blue Bunny
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Tiburon Golf, Nl » 'y
Best Bagger Successes! Nebraska's Neia »

Competing against five others from across the state, Nolan B eSt B a gge r

McGregor from the Fareway Store in Papillion, NE, took
home first place in the NGIA Best Bagger Competition held
after our annual Hackers & Snackers golf outing at Tiburon .

Golf Club on Tuesday, October 3. (A) ADVENTAGE

Product Sponsors

Nolan will represent Nebraska at the National Grocers

Association Best Bagger championship in Las Vegas! | :i F a I‘ | r‘ !é‘ i} s SPARBOE

. . . Companies
Contestants in the Best Bagger competition were judged L
by speed of bagging, proper bag-building technique, DorotHy [mc_ﬂ

SENG & CONDI

weight distribution in the bag, as well as style, attitude and A
appearance.

MCOLBY RIDGE
GOURMET POPCORN
/ SINCE 1985

Title Sponsor

Thanks to our Title Sponsor Linpepco of Lincoln, and
Dorothy Lynch, Rotella’s Italian Bakery Inc, Sparboe

. . oduct Sponsors
Companies, The Brenmar Company, advantagesolutions.net, r _

and Colby Ridge Popcorn. And thank you to our volunteers, UNPEPCO
Shannon McCord, Ideal Market in Superior, Kathy Gunlock,
CoreMark, lowa Division, Scott Jepperson, Bernatello’s

: Thanks to our
Foods, and Cindy Schroeder. Judges & Timers!

We look forward to cheering on Nolan at the national
competition!

Best Bagger Competitors (From left to right): Lorie Lambrecht, Fareway, L to R Scott Jepperson with s
Nebraska City, Delaney Nielsen, Hy-Vee, Omaha; Olivia Lodu, Hy-Vee, Bernatello's Foods, Cindy Best Bagger Champion: Nolan
Omaha, Nolan McGregor, Fareway, Papillion; Dale Tyler, Ideal Market, Schroeder, Rich Otto, and Kathy McGregor, Fareway Stores,
Superior; Sean Greenwood, Russ s Market, Lincoln. Gunlock with CoreMark. Papillion

HOLE IN ONE

,@ THANK Y

ESHASKA |
Giroceny
'Nnusm\f {
il s50cumon

HOLE IN ONE SPONSORS: AMCON Distributing Company, Associated Wholesale Grocers, Cash-Wa Distributing
Company, Cheyenne International, Hiland Dairy Foods, Mclane Western Company, Inc., National Tobacco Company,
Swedish Match, Swisher International, Inc.
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Grow Your Revenue with
ACCEL ENTERTAINMENT!

lllinois gaming locations
partnered with Accel saw over
$250,000+ in average annual
gaming revenue!*

Looking to get your share?
Call us today at 402-227-8488 or visit us

at www. entertainment.com
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Must be 19 or older to play skill games.

*According to IGB Establishment Data
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Sponsor Spotlight
() ADVANTAGE
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1. Can you give readers a little history of your brand/
organization?

Advantage Solutions has evolved over the years. Our
original company is a conglomeration

of various Regional companies to become a national
Sales and Marketing Company. We

have since expanded our services into other areas as well
as internationally.

2. What do you find most valuable about being part
of the Nebraska Grocery Industry Association?

Connecting with our customers.
3. What sets your product apart?

We have a wide array of products with various attributes.
4. Where can customers find your products?

A wide variety of Brick and Mortar stores as well as
online though our customers.

5. What excites you most about the industry this year?
I really enjoy the lunches with various Customers.

6. Who should grocers contact if they’re interested in
carrying your product?
Stu Brown
Advantage Solutions
M: +1 402-689-2897
stu.brown@advantagesolutions.net
www.advantagesolutions.net

News at Advantage Solutions

FMI has named Advantage Solutions CEO Dave Peacock
to its board of directors, along with 17 other high-level
grocery retail, wholesale and food industry executives.

Good C’mzea CAuund”

From our farmers to your families.
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Kemps Rochester Ice Cream Plant
406 Broadway Avenue N.

Rochester, MN 55906 800-555-7301




Fall/Winter 2023

Supporting the

S\jvedlsh Mat Convenience and Food
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- Core-Mark®
Please call 1-800-367-3677 or visit swedishmatch.com

©2022 SWEMSH MATCH NORTH AMERICA LLC

1751 Hwy. 30 East, Carroll, IA 51401
www.core-mark.com
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Locally Made.
Naturally Delicious™

Hiland Dairy is the brand your customers trust for
farm-fresh, locally made dairy products. Whether they top
desserts with light and fluffy Hiland Whipped Cream or
crave a tall glass of cold Hiland Dairy Milk, they can count
on Hiland for nutritious and delicious dairy products.
So, give your shoppers the dairy foods they've loved
for generations. Give them Hiland.

For information about new products, visit HilandDairy.com/Retailers or call 402-344-4321.
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Governor Pillen Proclaimed September
as Fami

Erntlamatin n

WHEREAS, Family Meals Month is a mational effirt o encourage families to pledge to
share more meals at kome per week; and
WHEREAS, Family meals have always been one of the best healthy praciices, They keep
ws conmected and are foundational to a healthy nation; and
WHEREAS, Family meals are fun, affordable, and healthier than other dining options;
amd
WHEREAS, Conversations arownd dimner tables establish closer relationships, reduce
stress, and increase parental involvement; and
WHEREAS, Regular family meals are linked to kids earning higher grades, improving
self-esteer, and resisting negative peer pressure; and
| WHEREAS, With each addifonal family meal shared each week, adolescents are less
| Hkely to show symptons af violence, depression, and suicide; less likely to nse
i ar abuse drigs or run away; and less likely to engage In risky behaviors; and
|
| WHEREAS, Children who grow wup sharing family meals are more likely to exhibit
| prosocial behavior as adults, such as sharing, fairness, and respect; and
| WHEREAS, Kids and teens who share meals with their family three or more times per
| week are significantly less likely to be overweight, more Iikely to eat healthy
| Soods, and less lkely to have eating disorders; and
|
|
| WHEREAS, Supermarkets affer fresh and convenient foods, recipe and meal Ideas,
i cooking ions, and other and
| During Fantily Meals Month, partners from across the state of Nebraska will

|  WHEREAS,
| collabarate fo spread awareness of the benefits of cooking and eating together
a5 a family.

NOW, THEREFORE,

I, Jim Pillen, Governor of the State of Nebraska, DO HEREBY PROCLAIM
the monih of September 2023 as

FAMILY MEALS MONTH

in Nebraska, and [ do hereby wrge afl ciizens to take due note of the
abservance.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQF, I have hereunto set my hand, and cause the Great
Seal of the State of Nebraska to be affived this fifteenth day of
September, in the year of our Lord Two Thousand Twenty-three.

Atress:

Secretary E.S‘.“;u e o

Meals Month!

Representatives from B&R Stores, Hy-Vee, NGIA, and Governor Pillen.

Use this link to view full
size document:
https://nebgrocery.com/
wp-content/uploads/2023/11/
proclamation-9-15-2023.pdf

In Loving Memory of

Larry Temme
1965 - 2023

Larry M. Temme, 58 of
Petersburg, NE passed away
Tuesday, October 31, 2023,
in Lincoln, NE. Larry, an
NGIA member, purchased the
Petersburg, Nebraska grocery
store, now Rae Valley Market,
in 2007. In 2015, Larry purchased
the grocery store in Newman Grove,
NE, with his brother Tom, renaming it Shell Creek
Market. He also managed the Lindsay Cooperative
Grocery Store in Lindsay, NE. Larry sat on the
Boone Central School Board for 12 years, and was
a member of the Petersburg Industrial Development
Corp., Petersburg Community Foundation, Boone
County Development Agency, and a Boone County
Commissioner. Our sympathy goes out to Larry’s
wife, Radene, as well as his children,
grandchildren, family, and friends.
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for your support
q‘ _ I NEBRASKA GROCERY INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION'

from your partners at
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Nebraska Grocery Industry Association
5935 South 56th, Suite B
Lincoln, Nebraska 68516-3301

Address Service Requested
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